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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 612 


Washington, D. C. 


August 1, 1936 


CONDITION OF CANNING CROPS 


Latest Reports on Temperatures and Rainfall in 
Various Areas 


Telegraphic reports to the United States Weather Bureau 
indicate the following weather and crop conditions for the 
week ending July 28. 


Maine.—During the past week temperatures have been 
below normal and rainfall ample except in a few areas. Corn 
is reported to be in very good condition. 

New Yorx.—Temperatures and rainfall have been about 
normal during the week but rains came too late to help 
some of the crops suffering from dry weather. Corn is in 
fair condition in some sections but very short throughout 
most of the territory. 

Tri-States.—The most of this area received heavy rains 
during the past week and canning crops as a whole have 
shown much improvement. Corn packing has started at a 
few plants and the yield promises to be fairly good. Tomato 
lants in this area are in very good condition. Some damage 
as developed from hot weather on tomatoes already set. 
Crop, however, will depend upon weather conditions during 
August and September. 

Onto.—Light rains on two days helped much of the late 
corn but early corn was for the most part damaged beyond 
recovery. 

INDIANA.—Moderate to good rains which were received 
over much of the southern and northeastern sections saved 
some of the corn crop. Early corn is in very poor condition. 
Tasseling is short in all sections and firing in the dry sections. 

I.tinois.—Light rains fell over the northern and eastern 
portions of the State during the week which temporarily 
retarded the deterioration of the corn crop. The return of 
heat, however, caused further tassel burning and firing. 
Many ears on early corn are reported to be barren. 

Minnesota.—The week was very hot with only light to 
moderate rains. Corn is tasseling very short. Much corn 
has suffered damage beyond recovery. Minnesota has ex- 
perienced the warmest and driest July on record. A Minne- 
sota canner reports that high temperatures have dried the 
soil down to a minimum of moisture. Pollenization of corn 
is very poor. Crop is maturing under these very poor con- 
ditions and looks to be not over 25 per cent of normal. 


lowa.—Extreme heat returned to Iowa this week with many 
all-\ime records broken. Average rainfall at 113 stations 
from July 1 to July 26 was 14 per cent of normal. 
drought is worse than that of 1934. The southern and west- 
ern parts of the State report almost complete destruction of 
the corn crop. In the best counties in the central and north- 
eastern parts, the condition of the corn crop is now about 
one-half of that indicated on July 1. 


Tax Clause for Sales Contracts 


At an informal meeting of Conference Committee mem- 
bers in Washington on May 20th, a revised tax clause that 
may be inserted in sales contracts was tentatively accepted 
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with the understanding that it would be submitted to coun- 
sel for both distributors and canners before definite ap- 
proval. Certain changes were recommended by counsel for 
the National-American Wholesale Grocers Association and 
for the National Canners Association. The tax clause as 
finally agreed upon is as follows: 


“In addition to the price stated herein buyer agrees to 
pay or to reimburse seller for the amount by which the cost 
to seller of performance hereof on merchandise undelivered 
under this contract shall be increased by any Federal or 
State excise taxes that may be imposed by any legislation 
enacted after the date hereof, or seller may increase the 
price stated herein to the extent of such increase in cost. 
The seller agrees to reduce the price herein to the extent 
of any decrease in cost to the seller of performance hereof 
on merchandise undelivered under this contract resulting 
from the repeal or reduction after the date hereof of any 
Federal or State excise taxes, or to reimburse the buyer to 
the extent of such decrease in cost on account of tax re- 
funds actually received by seller as the result of the repeal 
or reduction of any such Federal or State excise taxes.” 


REVISION OF FIBER BOX SPECIFICATIONS 


An informal meeting has been arranged by the railroads’ 
Official Classification Committee to discuss revision of the 
specifications for fiber boxes for canned foods. Repre- 
sentatives of the Classification Committee, box manufac- 
turers, wholesale grocers, and canners are invited to meet 
on Tuesday, August llth, at 10:00 A. M., E.D.S.T., in the 
office of the Official Classification Committee, 143 Liberty 
Street, New York City. The Classification Committee has 
been requested to strengthen the present fiber box specifica- 
tions, and the meeting is an informal one that all canners 
may attend. The National Canners Association has ar- 
ranged for representation, but it is hoped that any canners 
who are able to do so will be present. There should espe- 
cially be some in attendance who have found the present 
specifications satisfactory. 


Chairman A. H. Greenly of the Classification Committee 
states in a letter to the Association: 

“It should be understood that this meeting is not for the 
purpose of disposing finally of the question, but only to dis- 
cuss a proposal for revision of specifications, which will be 
placed before the public in our October docket, and upon 
which public hearings will then be held. In order that 
the proposal may be in as good shape as possible on the 
October docket, we should like to have this preliminary meet- 
ing to discuss it. 

“The proposal submitted to you subdivides the gross 
weights of boxes somewhat more than the present specifica- 

(Continued on page 5022) 
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INFORMATION LETTER 


CANNED FOOD STOCKS JULY 1, 1936 
Quarterly Report Issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


The following report of canned food stocks in hands of canners and wholesalers on July Ist was released by the 
Department of Commerce on August Ist: 

“An improved and expanded canned foods stock report is presented with this issue, through the cooperation of the 
National Canners Association and that of several large wholesale distributors and chain store organizations which had not 
contributed their figures before. The National Canners Association is making available through this medium, and for 
the first time to the general public, its figures on TOTAL stocks of four selected canned vegetables. The Bureau has 
increased its volume coverage of the wholesale distributing trade to about 70 per cent, as compared with about 60 per cent 
formerly. The Bureau has discontinued its collection of representative canners stocks of vegetables to avoid duplication of 
questionnaires. 

“Canners’ stocks of vegetables were generally higher, and peaches and pears lower, on July 1, 1936, compared with 
year ago. 

“Wholesale distributors’ July 1 holdings of six canned food items combined were up 48 per cent over last year. 


C 
“Canners moved 9,381,956 cases of peas, corn, tomatoes, and green and wax beans into wholesale channels during the f 
second quarter of 1936, compared with 4,308,839 cases during the same period of 1935. C 
“Net decline in distributors’ holdings between April 1 and July 1, 1936, amounted to 15 per cent, as compared with 33 
per cent in 1935 quarter and 36 per cent during the 1934 quarter.” 
*Torat Canners’ Stocks, ano Unsotp, Four Cannep VeceTasies 
1936 1935 
Number of firms 
Peas (a) pete ate 295 2,620,203 5,833,942 227,054 1,517,875 
* Compiled by the National Canners Association. 
(a) Stocks 1935 pack only. 
*Representative Distamutors’ Stocks, Four Serecren Cannep Vecerasies 
(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 
‘ases Cases 
* Compiled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce; estimated to cover about 70 per cent by volume of the wholesale 
distributing trade. 
*Repaesentative Canners’ Sotp Unsoip, Peacnes *Representative Distarutors’ Stocks, Peacues ano Pears 
Pears 
(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) (Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 0 
Number of firms 1936 1935 1936 1935 C 
ComMopity July 1 April 1 July 1 
* Compiled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce; * Compiled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce; 
estimate of coverage cannot be made Cat data include figures from estimated to cover about 70 per cent by volume of the wholesale C 
nearly every large packer of these fruits. distributing trade. 
NOTICE TO CANNERS 
It has recently been called to the attention of the Asso- canners, but merely furnishes copies of the Canners Dimec- 
ciation that canners have been approached by buyers who Tory upon request. When prospective buyers mention the ti 
represented that the Association had referred them to the name of the National Canners Association, it should be m 
canner. The Association does not refer buyers to individual understood that such reference is unauthorized. b 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


June, 1935 
Pounds 


600,677 


Exports 
Canned meats, total. . 
Beef 


26, 

13,512 
572,816 
493,600 


Condensed milk 264,677 
Evaporated milk 2,432,183 
Canned fruits, total 16,766,952 

Apples and applesauce 1,940,457 

Apricots 596,904 

Berries, other. . 

Cherries... 

Fruits for salad 

Grapefruit 

Loganberries ....... 

Peaches 

Pears 

Pineapple 

Prunes 

Other 
Canned fish, total..... 

Mackerel 

Salmon 

Sardines 

Shrimp 

Shelia other. . 


Canned meats 

Condensed and evapora- 
ted milk 

Canned fish in oil: 


Canned shellfish: 
Crab meat.... 
Clams and oysters .. 
Lobsters 
Other canned fish..... 
Canned vegetables: 
Peas 
Mushrooms 
Tomatoes 
Tomato 


June, 1936 
nds 


Jan.-June, 
Pounds 


6,881,461 


Value 


414,473 


16,544,345 
9,135,107 


719,157 
602,381 


3,011,611 
19,342,678 
100,499,773 


46 
132,337 
770,584 


11,977 075 
20,854,709 


1,412,679 
33,465,428 
24,362,166 

9,078,452 


2,370,408 


34,501,523 

324,612 

10,293,617 

15,577,094 
1,614,317 


7,29 
86,588 208,814 


38,602,374 
325,519 


12,178,766 
1,040,498 
4,393,090 

216,283 


4,867,058 
616,153 
337,553 


7,261,924 


2,686,113 
28,465 


50,517,311 
838,353 


14,944,729 
1,089,566 
4,285,352 

317,325 


4,432,067 
758,169 
300,583 

10,476,137 


250,514 
55,933 
93,960 
21,081 


257,432 
21,684 
78,160 


95,510 
867 


1,439,734 
365,382 
659,132 

68,877 


1,532,619 
149,153 
149,875 


544,646 


46,196 135,684 
93,832 197,195 
1,352,052 22,287,084 


459,433 3,495,315 
5,301 146,543 


164,008 3,816,354 


614,374 


The Canners Directory published annually by the Na- 
tional Canners Association has been printed and a copy 
mailed to each member of the Association, Every effort has 
been made to list each canner in the United States correctly. 


In addition to the names of canners the Directory lists the 
location of offices and factories, and shows the products 
packed by each company. If your copy has failed to reach 
you, please notify the Association. 
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|G | 
alue Pou Value Pounds Value 
$187,514 8: $2,354,176 6,228,543 $1,887,860 
; 99,760 32,446 l 1,347,323 455,965 998,553 298,939 
1. Pork ............... 888419 115,151 526,021 170,597 4,594,412 1,682,412 3,837,907 1,261,762 
ASRS 93,725 98,932 25,740 525,253 135,856 570,036 152,964 
ot ll ig 73,773 85,803 17,009 | 79,943 822,047 174,195 
oF Canned vegetables, total 5,045,167 5,901,777 || F | 1,648,548 18,382,617 1,899,014 
as As apne ate 8 4,346,786 1,091,958 9,458,955 1,246,269 
nt Baked ans and pork 
of and beans........ 432,590 22,997 474,453 26,046 2,356,176 128,666 2,597,349 140,037 
94,262 8,173 168,639 13,445 851,568 69,872 1,094,951 82,141 
116,412 8,168 142,352 12,297 799,786 65,244 1,084,144 85,976 
th EN odaescntesees 130,620 13,090 213,725 23,610 887,234 101,701 1,162,818 118,937 
79,048 5,989 181,783 13,424 845,536 55,374 765,753 53,345 
eat 253,628 20,799 374,039 27,954 1,668,938 135,733 2,218,647 172,309 
28,948 464,829 382,870 1,607,504 185,794 
he 158,457 1,695,931 1,293,331 12,590,321 909,206 
1,272,716 10,787,790 7,457,023 118,829,874 8,388,643 
33 83,255 586,664 23,812 6,234,372 270,823 7,824,869 333,501 
47,793 516,960 39,538 2,838,906 231,903 6,424,333 474,246 
3,992 41,140 4,104 198,997 20,612 397,842 44,657 
8,898 141,963 13,097 453,762 52,593 661,913 75,346 
224,888 1,408,137 149,948 13,354,793 1,450,857 P| 1,278,176 
126,525 2,192,539 112,147 21,934,029 1,259,868 1,271,020 
28,016 79,455 6,833 1,752,746 112,634 92,070 ; 
l 181,897 1,811,228 123,750 14,410,613 1,051,648 2,168,138 
; 413,118 2,188,020 155,931 30,473,865 2,284,894 1,698,329 
75 1,476,810 115,035 758,214 
3 ,688 
87 509,251 4,145,882 421,286 3,271,398 
1,390 78,154 4,376 18,849 
218,336 1,443,679 235,968 1,708,961 
210,584 2,299,160 133,405 1,167,980 
67,142 { 140,157 ant 275,125 
° 106,498 14,077 67,642 
11,799 78,234 9,158 32,841 : 
IMPORTS 
5,919,872 421,074 7,043,223 660,359 4,941,008 
35,333 3,208 81,927 3,255 34,569 
Sardines. ........... 2,890,793 270,667 2,192,802 1,851,559 
Anchovies .......... 154,367 52,410 175,994 390,407 
704,785 97,639 618,267 661,059 
ale Other .. et 53,383 14,437 91,276 91,183 
680,109 215,207 970,674 1,380,753 
: 82,908 17,815 112,965 163,455 
169,839 74,065 139,743 154,003 
1,350,041 91,430 1,352,708 790,179 
5 
1 96,533 7,029 10,570 | 8,986 
es 33,065 10,369 62,184 19,967 294,898 63,003 
922 4,964,785 203,600 4,499,261 174,333 34,094,840 884,880 
472 
| ee 398,030 4,432 837,901 74,701 5,749,164 328,449 
ee; 18,797 981 20,961 1,072 95,476 7,890 
sale Canned pineapple..... 1,019,087 47,877 1,011,689 53,125 3,428,078 188,912 
' 1936 Canners Directory Published 
1EC- 
the 
be 
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Refractometer Charts for Tomato Pulp and Paste 


Tomato products manufacturers have shown an increasing 
interest in the use of the Abbe refractometer in controlling 
the concentration of tomato pulp and paste. The use of this 
instrument is described in N. C. A. Bulletin 27-L, which also 
contains tables showing the relations between refractometer 
reading and the specific gravity and per cent of solids of 
tomato products. 

Some users of the instrument have found it convenient to 
use a graphic chart prepared by S. H. Champlin, based on 
the tables in Bulletin 27-L, and published in Tue Canner 
for August 3, 1935. The Research Laboratories have pre- 
pared a set of charts for the same purpose, which are more 
compact than the Champlin chart and based on a different 
principle of graphic representation. The first of these covers 
pulp up to 14 per cent total solids, the second covers con- 
centrates containing from 14 to 25 per cent total solids. If 
it appears that there is sufficient demand, a third chart cover- 
ing the range of heavy paste will be prepared. A reduced 
cut of the first chart is shown below. The method of use is 
described on the chart, and will be found to be simple and 
rapid. 

These charts are on 84% x 11 inch sheets, and either or 
both are available to members of the Association who desire 
them. 


REFRACTOMETER CHART POR TOMATO PULP 
Wational Canners Association 
Research 
Washington, D. 


By means of straight-eage 
Connect the Abbe refractometer 
reading (right hand line) with 
the temperature of the instru- 
went (Left hand line), Where 
the straight-edge crosses the 
intermediate line, read off the 
Specific gravity or per cent of 
total solids, The refractive 


REVISION OF FIBER BOX SPECIFICATIONS 
(Continued from page 5019) 

tions, and increases the test of board used for all of them. 
It also provides for thicker board in one or two instances. 
It also provides that top and bottom of all containers must 
be so arranged that cans will sit on a flat surface. There 
are also some other features of the specifications we would 
like to discuss at the meeting.” 

The details of the Classification Committee's proposal are 
shown in the following table and relate “to containers for 
round cans only. Top and bottom of all containers so ar- 
ranged that cans will sit on flat surface (at least two-thirds 
of the diameter of any can to be so resting). If pads are 
used, they must fill area between flaps. Calipers specified 
to be minimum caliper. Resistance (bursting test) of any 
one container, to be specified to be average of six tests, three 
in and three out.” 

Gross Weight Corrugated Solid Fiber 
Mullen Mullen 
Thickness * test’ Thickness‘ test’ 
16-9-16 225 
16-9-16 250 


. 16-9-16 


Pounds 

Up to 27.... 
Over 27 up to 40... 
Over 40 up to 55 

(Not less than 48 units) 
Over 40 up to 65 

(Not less than 24 units) 16-9-16 275 
Over 40 up to 65 

(12 units or less)... 80-9-16 275 275 
All over 65 up to 90 325 -100 325 


* Thickness of papers used in making corrugated board, in thou- 
sandths of an i 

* Pounds per square inch. 

* In fractions of an inch. 


The specifications for strength of fiber boxes, recom- 
mended by the Association's Special Container Committee 
and approved by the Board of Directors in 1930, were for- 
mulated after careful study and conference with the Chair- 
man of the Western Classification Committee. They are 
as follows: 

“Where gross weight exceeds 35 pounds but does not ex- 
ceed 50 pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to be not less 
than 220 pounds per square inch; where gross weight ex- 
ceeds 50 pounds but does not exceed 65 pounds, Cady or 
Mullen test of boxes to be not less than 250 pounds per 
square inch. 

“In purchasing boxes canners should require that they 
meet or exceed these requirements, and that packages be so 
made as to hold the contents securely in place after the 
package has been properly sealed.” 
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